






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-zrclq
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-04-08T14:10:14.664Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>International Organization 
	>Volume 64 Issue 1 
	>Nonstate Actors and the Diffusion of Innovations: The...



 	English
	
Français






   [image: alt] International Organization
  

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	References




  Nonstate Actors and the Diffusion of Innovations: The Case of Suicide Terrorism
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
20 January 2010

    Michael C. Horowitz   
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	Michael C. Horowitz
	Affiliation: University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. E-mail: horom@sas.upenn.edu




  


    	Article

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Abstract
	References


 Get access  [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite  
 

 
  Abstract
  Studies of terrorism in general and suicide terrorism in particular tend to view terrorist groups independently. However, what if the propensity for a terrorist group to adopt suicide tactics depends in part on its external linkages and the relationship between the organizational capabilities required to adopt the innovation and the organizational capabilities of the group? This article shows that the organizational change requirements for adopting an innovation significantly influence the overall adoption pattern, along with interlinkages between groups. Additionally, evaluating the universe of terrorist groups, not only those groups that adopted suicide terrorism but those that did not, shows that Pape's key variable of interest, occupation, does not significantly predict the adoption of suicide terrorism. Thinking about suicide terrorism as a special case of diffusion in the military area—an innovation for nonstate groups—can help bring the study of suicide terrorism further into the mainstream and highlight how the phenomenon has not just differences, but similarities, to other innovations.
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