






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.



















Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×





























	
	

Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 






Home













 




















	
	

Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-88dd8db54-kmbnl
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-03-11T15:40:30.579Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>Environmental Conservation 
	>Volume 30 Issue 3 
	>Potential role of sacred groves in biodiversity conservation...



 	English
	
Français






    Environmental Conservation
  

  Article contents
 	Abstract




  Potential role of sacred groves in biodiversity conservation in Tanzania
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
17 September 2003

    F.H. Mgumia    and
G. Oba   
 
 
  
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	F.H. Mgumia
	Affiliation: Tanzania Forest Research Institute (TAFORI), PO Box 1854, Morogoro, Tanzania
Noragric, The International Centre for Environment and Development Studies, Agricultural University of Norway, PO 5001, N-1432 Ås, Norway




	G. Oba
	Affiliation: Noragric, The International Centre for Environment and Development Studies, Agricultural University of Norway, PO 5001, N-1432 Ås, Norway




  


    	Article

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Abstract


 Get access   Share  

  

  Cite  Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  Sacred groves, some as old as several centuries, may have contributed to the preservation of some plant species in Tanzania. This has led conservationists to consider whether sacred groves could be used for in situ conservation. Eight sacred groves of the Ugunda chieftaincy of the Wanyamwezi in central Tanzania representing burial sites that varied from 6–300 years old were inventoried to compare woody species richness and taxonomic diversity with those of forest plots in a state managed Forest Reserve. Although they occupied a relatively small area the sacred groves had greater woody species richness and taxonomic diversity than the state managed Forest Reserve. The forest plots and the groves shared a species similarity index of 45%, suggesting that the sacred groves contributed to in situ conservation of the miombo woodland biodiversity. Some of the woody species were absent in the forest plots, also suggesting that groves served as a refuge for some species. An inventory of all existing sacred groves could provide important information on their role in in situ conservation. In order to promote them for community-based conservation of biodiversity the government should declare sacred groves as preservation sites, and incorporate them into modern conservation systems.
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