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  Abstract
  Social cooperation is critical to a wide variety of political and economic outcomes. For this reason, international donors have embraced interventions designed to strengthen the ability of communities to solve collective-action problems, especially in post-conflict settings. We exploit the random assignment of a development program in Liberia to assess the effects of such interventions. Using a matching funds experiment we find evidence that these interventions can alter cooperation capacity. However, we observe effects only in communities in which, by design, both men and women faced the collective action challenge. Focusing on mechanisms, we find evidence that program effects worked through improvements in mobilization capacity that may have enhanced communities’ ability to coordinate to solve mixed gender problems. These gains did not operate in areas where only women took part in the matching funds experiment, possibly because they could rely on traditional institutions unaffected by the external intervention. The combined evidence suggests that the impact of donor interventions designed to enhance cooperation can depend critically on the kinds of social dilemmas that communities face, and the flexibility they have in determining who should solve them.


 


   
    
	
Type

	Research Article


 	
Information

	American Political Science Review
  
,
Volume 109
  
,
Issue 3
  , August 2015  , pp. 450 - 469 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055415000283
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © American Political Science Association 2015 




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


    
 References
 
REFERENCES

 
 

 


 
 

 Acemoglu, Daron. 2010. “Why Development Economics Needs Theory.” The Journal of Economic Perspectives
24
(3): 17–32.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Agarwal, Bina. 2000. “Conceptualising Environmental Collective Action: Why Gender Matters.” Cambridge Journal of Economics
24
(3): 283–310.Google Scholar


 
 

 Andrews, Matt. 2013. The Limits of Institutional Reform in Development. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Avdeenko, Alexandra, and Gilligan, Michael J.. 2013. International Interventions to Build Social Capital: Evidence from a Field Experiment in Sudan. Technical report. Working Paper, NYU.Google Scholar


 
 

 Baldassarri, Delia, and Grossman, Guy. 2011. “Centralized Sanctioning and Legitimate Authority Promote Cooperation in Humans.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences
108
(27): 11023–7. http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1105456108
CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Bardhan, Pranab. 2002. “Decentralization of Governance and Development.” The Journal of Economic Perspectives
16
(4): 185–205.Google Scholar


 
 

 Barron, Patrick, Humphreys, Macartan, Paler, Laura, and Weinstein, Jeremy. 2009. “Community based Reintegration in Aceh.” Indonesian Social Development Papers
(12).Google Scholar


 
 

 Beath, Andrew, Christia, Fotini, and Enikolopov, Ruben. 2013. “Do Elected Councils Improve Governance? Experimental Evidence on Local Institutions in Afghanistan.” 6510. MIT Political Science Department Research Paper No. 2013–24.Google Scholar


 
 

 Bledsoe, Caroline. 1984. “The Political use of Sande Ideology and Symbolism.” American Ethnologist
11
(3): 455–72.Google Scholar


 
 

 Bowles, Samuel, and Gintis, Herbert. 2004. “The Evolution of Strong Reciprocity: Cooperation in Heterogeneous Populations.” Theoretical Population Biology
65
(1): 17–28.Google Scholar


 
 

 Casey, Katherine, Glennerster, Rachel, and Miguel, Edward. 2012. “Reshaping Institutions: Evidence on Aid Impacts Using a Pre-Analysis Plan.” Quarterly Journal of Economics
127
(4): 1755–812.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Croson, Rachel, and Gneezy, Uri. 2009. “Gender Differences in Preferences.” Journal of Economic Literature
47
(2): 448–74.Google Scholar


 
 

 Dal Bó, Pedro, Foster, Andrew, and Putterman, Louis. 2010. “Institutions and Behavior: Experimental Evidence on the Effects of Democracy.” American Economic Review
100
(5): 2205–29.Google Scholar


 
 

 Fearon, James D., Humphreys, Macartan, and Weinstein, Jeremy M.. 2009. “Development Assistance, Institution Building, and Social Cohesion after Civil War: Evidence from a Field Experiment in Liberia.” Unpublished manuscript.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Fearon, James, Humphreys, Macartan, and Weinstein, Jeremy. 2014. “Replication Data for: How Does Development Assistance Affect Collective Action Capacity? Results from a Field Experiment in Post-Conflict Liberia.” http://dx.doi.org/10.7910/DVN/28006.Google Scholar


 
 

 Freedman, David A.
2008. “On Regression Adjustments to Experiments with Several Treatments.” Annals of Applied Statistics
2: 176–96.Google Scholar


 
 

 Fuest, Veronika. 2008. “‘This is the Time to Get in Front’: Changing Roles and Opportunities for Women in Liberia.” African Affairs
107
(427): 201–24.Google Scholar


 
 

 Gerber, Alan S. and Green, Donald P.. 2012. Field Experiments: Design, Analysis, and Interpretation. New York: Norton.Google Scholar


 
 

 Green, Donald P., Ha, Shang E., and Bullock, John G.. 2010. “Enough Already about Black Box Experiments: Studying Mediation Is More Difficult than Most Scholars Suppose.” The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science
628
(1): 200–8. http://ann.sagepub.com/content/628/1/200.abstract
Google Scholar


 
 

 Hamman, John R., Weber, Roberto A., and Woon, Jonathan. 2011. “An Experimental Investigation of Electoral Delegation and the Provision of Public Goods.” American Journal of Political Science
55
(4): 738–52.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Humphreys, Macartan, de la Sierra, Raul Sanchez, and van der Windt, Peter. 2013. “Exporting Institutions: Evidence from a Field Experiment in Congo.” Unpublished manuscript, Columbia University.Google Scholar


 
 

 Imai, Kosuke, Keele, Luke, and Tingley, Dustin. 2010. “A General Approach to Causal Mediation Analysis.” Psychological Methods
15: 309–34.CrossRefGoogle ScholarPubMed


 
 

 Imai, Kosuke, Keele, Luke, Tingley, Dustin, and Yamamoto, Teppei. 2011. “Unpacking the Black Box of Causality: Learning about Causal Mechanisms from Experimental and Observational Studies.” American Political Science Review
105
(4): 765–89.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kling, Jeffrey R., Liebman, Jeffrey B., and Katz, Lawrence F.. 2007. “Experimental Analysis of Neighborhood Effects.” Econometrica
75
(1): 83–119.Google Scholar


 
 

 Ledyard, John O.
1995. Public Goods: A Survey of Experimental Research. In The Handbook of Experimental Economics, eds. Kagel, John H. and Roth, Alvin E.. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 111–94.Google Scholar


 
 

 Ludwig, Jens, Kling, Jeffrey R., and Mullainathan, Sendhil. 2011. “Mechanism Experiments and Policy Evaluations.” Journal of Economic Perspectives
25
(3): 17–38.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Mansuri, Ghazala, and Rao, Vijayendra. 2012. Localizing Development: Does Participation Work?
Washington, DC: The World Bank.Google Scholar


 
 

 Murphy, William P.
1980. “Secret Knowledge as Property and Power in Kpelle Society: Elders versus Youth.” Africa
50
(2): 193–207.Google Scholar


 
 

 Mutz, Diana, and Pemantle, Robin. 2011. “The Perils of Randomization Checks in the Analysis of Experiments.” Draft, University of Pennsylvania.Google Scholar


 
 

 Mwangi, Esther, Meinzen-Dick, Ruth, and Sun, Yan. 2011. “Gender and Sustainable Forest Management in East Africa and Latin America.” Ecology & Society
16
(1) [online] URL: http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol16/iss1/art17/.Google Scholar


 
 

 Nunn, Nathan, and Wantchekon, Leonard. 2011. “The Slave Trade and the Origins of Mistrust in Africa.” American Economic Review
101
(7): 3221–52.Google Scholar


 
 

 Ortmann, Andreas, and Tichy, Lisa K. 1999. “Gender Differences in the Laboratory: Evidence from Prisoner’s Dilemma Games.” Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization
39
(3): 327–39.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Putnam, Robert. 1994. Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Richards, Paul, Archibald, Steven, Bruce, Beverlee, Modad, Watta; Mulbah, Edward, Varpilah, Tornorlah, and Vincent, James. 2005. “Community Cohesion in Liberia: A Post-war Rapid Social Assessment.” Social Development Paper 21. Washington DC: The World Bank http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/docsearch/author/m672218.
Google Scholar


 
 

 Voigtländer, Nico, and Voth, Hans-Joachim. 2012. “Persecution Perpetuated: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Semitic Violence in Nazi Germany*.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics
127
(3): 1339–92.Google Scholar




 

   [image: Supplementary material: PDF] Fearon supplementary material
 Fearon supplementary material 1


 [image: Download Fearon supplementary material(PDF)] 
     
         
         
             
             
        
    



 
 
  

  
 
PDF
616.1 KB





        



 
  	46
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: alt]   


 













Cited by





	


[image: Crossref logo]
46




	


[image: Google Scholar logo]















Crossref Citations




[image: Crossref logo]





This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









Beath, Andrew
Christia, Fotini
and
Enikolopov, Ruben
2012.
Winning Hearts and Minds through Development: Evidence from a Field Experiment in Afghanistan.
SSRN Electronic Journal,


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Grossman, Guy
and
Hanlon, William Walker
2012.
Do Better Monitoring Institutions Increase Leadership Quality in Community Organizations? Evidence from Uganda.
SSRN Electronic Journal,


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Beath, Andrew
Christia, Fotini
and
Enikolopov, Ruben
2013.
Democratization, Division of Responsibilities and Governance Quality: Experimental Evidence on Local Institutions in Afghanistan.
SSRN Electronic Journal,


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Cilliers, Jacobus
Dube, Oeindrila
and
Siddiqi, Bilal
2015.
The white-man effect: How foreigner presence affects behavior in experiments.
Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization,
Vol. 118,
Issue. ,
p.
397.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Casey, Katherine
and
Glennerster, Rachel
2016.
Reconciliation in Sierra Leone.
Science,
Vol. 352,
Issue. 6287,
p.
766.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Cilliers, Jacobus
Dube, Oeindrila
and
Siddiqi, Bilal
2016.
Reconciling after civil conflict increases social capital but decreases individual well-being.
Science,
Vol. 352,
Issue. 6287,
p.
787.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Samii, Cyrus
2016.
Causal Empiricism in Quantitative Research.
The Journal of Politics,
Vol. 78,
Issue. 3,
p.
941.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Baldassarri, Delia
and
Abascal, Maria
2017.
Field Experiments Across the Social Sciences.
Annual Review of Sociology,
Vol. 43,
Issue. 1,
p.
41.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Shayo, Moses
and
Zussman, Asaf
2017.
Conflict and the Persistence of Ethnic Bias.
American Economic Journal: Applied Economics,
Vol. 9,
Issue. 4,
p.
137.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Findley, Michael G.
2018.
Does Foreign Aid Build Peace?.
Annual Review of Political Science,
Vol. 21,
Issue. 1,
p.
359.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






NELLIS, GARETH
and
SIDDIQUI, NILOUFER
2018.
Secular Party Rule and Religious Violence in Pakistan.
American Political Science Review,
Vol. 112,
Issue. 1,
p.
49.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






D'Exelle, Ben
Coleman, Eric
and
Lopez, Maria Claudia
2018.
Community-Driven Reconstruction in Colombia: An Experimental Study of Collective Action beyond Program Beneficiaries.
World Development,
Vol. 101,
Issue. ,
p.
188.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Oppenheim, Ben
and
Söderström, Johanna
2018.
Citizens by Design? Explaining Ex-Combatant Satisfaction with Reintegration Programming.
The Journal of Development Studies,
Vol. 54,
Issue. 1,
p.
133.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Casey, Katherine
2018.
Radical Decentralization: Does Community-Driven Development Work?.
Annual Review of Economics,
Vol. 10,
Issue. 1,
p.
139.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Kim, Youngwan
Sohn, Hyuk-Sang
and
Park, Bokyeong
2019.
Make the village better: An evaluation of the Saemaul Zero Hunger Communities Project in Tanzania and Bangladesh.
World Development,
Vol. 124,
Issue. ,
p.
104652.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






De Juan, Alexander
and
Koos, Carlo
2019.
The historical roots of cooperative behavior—Evidence from eastern Congo.
World Development,
Vol. 116,
Issue. ,
p.
100.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Ceesay, Lamin O.
2019.
Public Policy Research in the Global South.
p.
171.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Christia, Fotini
2019.
Decentralized Governance and Accountability.
p.
205.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Giraudy, Agustina
Moncada, Eduardo
and
Snyder, Richard
2019.
Inside Countries.
p.
2.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Baldwin, Kate
Karlan, Dean
Udry, Christopher
and
Appiah, Ernest
2020.
How Political Insiders Lose Out When International Aid Underperforms: Evidence from a Participatory Development Experiment in Ghana.
SSRN Electronic Journal,


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar





Download full list
















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference



[image: US]
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	


[image: Cambridge University Press]






	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








How Does Development Assistance Affect Collective Action Capacity? Results from a Field Experiment in Post-Conflict Liberia








	Volume 109, Issue 3
	
JAMES D. FEARON (a1), MACARTAN HUMPHREYS (a2) and JEREMY M. WEINSTEIN (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055415000283





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





How Does Development Assistance Affect Collective Action Capacity? Results from a Field Experiment in Post-Conflict Liberia








	Volume 109, Issue 3
	
JAMES D. FEARON (a1), MACARTAN HUMPHREYS (a2) and JEREMY M. WEINSTEIN (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055415000283





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





How Does Development Assistance Affect Collective Action Capacity? Results from a Field Experiment in Post-Conflict Liberia








	Volume 109, Issue 3
	
JAMES D. FEARON (a1), MACARTAN HUMPHREYS (a2) and JEREMY M. WEINSTEIN (a1)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055415000283





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















