






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.



















Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×





























	
	

Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 






Home













 




















	
	

Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-7c8c6479df-hgkh8
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-03-18T10:57:21.633Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>Psychological Medicine 
	>Volume 41 Issue 1 
	>Accounting for the association between childhood maltreatment...



 	English
	
Français






    Psychological Medicine
  

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	References




  Accounting for the association between childhood maltreatment and alcohol-use disorders in males: a twin study
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
29 March 2010

    K. C. Young-Wolff   ,
K. S. Kendler   ,
M. L. Ericson    and
C. A. Prescott   
 
 
  
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	K. C. Young-Wolff*
	Affiliation: Department of Psychology, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA, USA




	K. S. Kendler
	Affiliation: Virginia Institute for Psychiatric and Behavioral Genetics, Departments of Psychiatry and Human Genetics, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA, USA




	M. L. Ericson
	Affiliation: Department of Psychology, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA, USA




	C. A. Prescott
	Affiliation: Department of Psychology, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA, USA




 	
*

	*Address for correspondence: K. C. Young-Wolff, M.A., Department of Psychology/SGM 501, University of Southern California, 3620 So. McClintock Avenue, Los Angeles, CA90089-1061, USA. (Email: kellyyw@gmail.com)






 


    	Article

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Abstract
	References


 Get access   Share  

  

  Cite  Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  BackgroundAn association between childhood maltreatment and subsequent alcohol abuse and/or dependence (AAD) has been found in multiple studies of females. Less is known about the association between childhood maltreatment and AAD among males, and the mechanisms that underlie this association in either gender. One explanation is that childhood maltreatment increases risk for AAD. An alternative explanation is that the same genetic or environmental factors that increase a child's risk for being maltreated also contribute to risk for AAD in adulthood.

MethodLifetime diagnosis of AAD was assessed using structured clinical interviews in a sample of 3527 male participants aged 19–56 years from the Virginia Adult Twin Study of Psychiatric and Substance Use Disorders. The sources of childhood maltreatment–AAD association were estimated using both a matched case–control analysis of twin pairs discordant for childhood maltreatment and bivariate twin modeling.

ResultsApproximately 9% of participants reported childhood maltreatment, defined as serious neglect, molestation, or physical abuse occurring before the age of 15 years. Those who experienced childhood maltreatment were 1.74 times as likely to meet AAD criteria compared with males who did not experience childhood maltreatment. The childhood maltreatment–AAD association largely reflected environmental factors in common to members of twin pairs. Additional exploratory analyses provided evidence that AAD risk associated with childhood maltreatment was significantly attenuated after adjusting for measured family-level risk factors.

ConclusionsMales who experienced childhood maltreatment had an increased risk for AAD. Our results suggest that the childhood maltreatment–AAD association is attributable to broader environmental adversity shared between twins.
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