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  Abstract
  Does the academic literature on U.S. immigration adequately capture
the experiences of immigrants outside their traditional areas of
concentration? This article reviews the three major fields of research in
immigrant incorporation—economic, sociocultural, and political. It
emphasizes the two most prominent conceptual frameworks in each: the human
capital frame and the more recent sociological frame, which highlights
“modes of incorporation” and “contexts of
reception.” Although research in immigrants' political
incorporation is less developed than its economic and sociological
counterparts, I pay close attention to the ways in which structural and
contextual factors shape participation. Immigrants' geographic
dispersal complements this trend toward contextualism by providing greater
variation in their places of destination; that variation can help advance
the comparative research agenda.Helen B.
Marrow is a doctoral candidate in sociology and social policy at Harvard
University (marrow@wjh.harvard.edu). Preparation of this article was
supported by a National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship, a
National Science Foundation Integrative Graduate Education and Research
Traineeship (IGERT grant 98070661), a David Rockefeller Center for Latin
American Studies Summer Research Grant, a Center for American Political
Studies Dissertation Fellowship in American Politics, and a partial Rural
Poverty Research Institute Rural Poverty Dissertation Fellowship. Opinions
expressed here do not necessarily reflect the views of any of the
supporting sources. Thanks to Mary Waters, Luisa Heredia, Jennifer
Hochschild, Katherine Newman, William J. Wilson, and three anonymous
reviewers for valuable feedback on previous drafts.
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