






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.



















Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×





























	
	

Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 






Home













 




















	
	

Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-7c8c6479df-hgkh8
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-03-20T12:21:58.832Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>Journal of Latin American Studies 
	>Volume 41 Issue 2 
	>Seeing Like Citizens: Unofficial Understandings of...



 	English
	
Français






    Journal of Latin American Studies
  

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	References




  Seeing Like Citizens: Unofficial Understandings of Official Racial Categories in a Brazilian University*
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
23 June 2009

    LUISA FARAH SCHWARTZMAN   
 
 
  
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	LUISA FARAH SCHWARTZMAN
	Affiliation: Luisa Farah Swartzman is a doctoral candidate in Sociology at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. In July she will hold the position of Assistant Professor at the University of Toronto. Email: lschwart@ssc.wisc.edu




  


    	Article

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Abstract
	References


 Get access   Share  

  

  Cite  Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  This paper investigates how students at the State University of Rio de Janeiro
(UERJ), one of the first Brazilian universities to adopt race-based quotas for
admissions, interpret racial categories used as eligibility criteria.
Considering the perspectives of students is important to understand the workings
of affirmative action policies because UERJ's quotas require applicants to
classify themselves. Students' interpretations of those categories often diverge
from the interpretations intended by people who shaped the policy. Students'
perspectives are formed by everyday experiences with categorisation and by their
self-assessment as legitimate beneficiaries of quotas. In contrast, the policies
were designed according to a new racial project, where black
consciousness-raising and statistics played an important role.


 

  Este artículo investiga cómo los estudiantes de la Universidad
Estatal de Río de Janeiro (UERJ), una de las primeras universidades
brasileñas en adoptar cuotas para la admisión basadas en raza,
interpretan las categorías raciales utilizadas como criterios de
elegibilidad. El considerar que las perspectivas de los estudiantes es
importante para entender cómo funcionan las políticas de
acción afirmativa se debe a que las cuotas de la UERJ requieren que los
solicitantes se clasifiquen a sí mismos. Las interpretaciones de los
estudiantes de tales categorías con frecuencia divergen de las
interpretaciones de las personas que configuran dichas políticas. Las
perspectivas de los estudiantes se forman por las experiencias cotidianas de
categorización y de su propia autoevaluación como
beneficiarios legítimos de las cuotas. En contraste, las
políticas fueron diseñadas de acuerdo a un nuevo proyecto
racial, donde el incremento de una conciencia negra y las estadísticas
han jugado un papel importante.


 

  Este artigo investiga como alunos da Universidade Estadual do Rio de Janeiro
(UERJ), umas das primeiras universidades brasileiras a adotar o sistema de cotas
raciais, interpretam categorias raciais utilizadas como critérios para
acesso à vagas. Considerar as perspectivas dos estudantes é
importante para que o funcionamento das políticas de
ações afirmativas seja compreendido, já que o direito
às as cotas da UERJ depende da autoidentificação dos
candidatos. As interpretações dos estudantes pertencentes
às categorias consideradas pelos programas de cotas frequentemente
divergem das interpretações daqueles que formularam a
política. As perspectivas dos alunos são influenciadas por
experiências cotidianas e pela sua autoavaliação como
legítimos beneficiários das cotas. Por outro lado, as
políticas foram pensadas de acordo com um novo projeto racial no qual
um papel importante foi desempenhado pelo estímulo à
consciência negra e pelas estatísticas.
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Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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