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  Abstract
  The puzzle of NATO's persistence is best addressed as part of a larger inquiry into institutional change. Institutions persist because they are costly to create and less costly to maintain, but this institutionalist argument is incomplete. Whether institutions adapt to change depends on whether their norms, rules, and procedures are specific or general assets and on whether the asset mix matches the kinds of security problems faced by their members. Assets specific to coping with external threats will not be useful for coping with problems of instability and mistrust, so alliances with only the former will disappear when threats disappear. Alliances that have specific institutional assets for dealing with instability and mistrust and general institutional assets will be adaptable to environments that lack threats. I assess these hypotheses in a test case of NATO's institutional assets during and after the Cold War.


 


   
    
	
Type

	Articles


 	
Information

	International Organization
  
,
Volume 54
  
,
Issue 4
  , Autumn 2000  , pp. 705 - 735 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.1162/002081800551343
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © The IO Foundation 2000




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


    
 References
  
 

 Alt, James E., Carlsen, Fredrik, Heum, Per, and Johansen, Kare. 1999. Asset Specificity and the Political Behavior of Firms: Lobbying for Subsidies in Norway. International Organization 53 (1):99–116.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Art, Robert J. 1996. Why Western Europe Needs the United States and NATO. Political Science Quarterly 111 (1):1–39.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Botcheva, Liliana, and Martin, Lisa L.. 1999. Institutional Effects on State Behavior: Typology and Hypotheses. CFIA Working Paper No. 99–05. Cambridge, Mass.: Weatherhead Center for International Affairs.Google Scholar


 
 

 Cook, Debra A., Daniels, Mark A., Fleming, Michael P., Hawkins, John R. III, and Reffett, Erin A.. 1997. Partnership for Peace: The Vector for European Security. National Security Program Discussion Paper 97–002. Cambridge, Mass.: John F. Kennedy School of Government.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Duffield, John S. 1994. NATO's Functions After the Cold War. Political Science Quarterly 109 (5): 763–87.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Fearon, James D. 1995. Rationalist Explanations for War. International Organization 49 (3):379–414.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Fearon, James D. 1998. Bargaining, Enforcement, and International Cooperation. International Organization 52 (2):269–305.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Frieden, Jeffry A. 1994. International Investment and Colonial Control: A New Interpretation. International Organization 48 (4):559–93.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Glaser, Charles L. 1993. Why NATO Is Still Best: Future Security Arrangements for Europe. International Security 18 (1):5–50.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Goldgeier, James M. 1999. Not Whether but When: The U.S. Decision to Enlarge NATO. Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution.Google Scholar


 
 

 Haftendorn, Helga. 1996. NATO and the Nuclear Revolution: A Crisis of Credibility, 1966–67. Oxford: Clarendon Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Hanrieder, Wolfram. 1989. Germany, America, Europe: Forty Years of German Foreign Policy. New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 International Institute for Strategic Studies. 1990. The Military Balance: 1989–90. London: International Institute for Strategic Studies.Google Scholar


 
 

 Jervis, Robert. 1978. Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma. World Politics 30 (2):167–214.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Jervis, Robert. 1997. System Effects: Complexity in Political and Social Life. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Johnston, Alastair Iain. 1999. The Myth of the ASEAN Way? Explaining the Evolution of the ASEAN Regional Forum. In Imperfect Unions: Security Institutions over Time and Space, edited by Haftendorn, Helga, Keohane, Robert O., and Wallander, Celeste A., 287–324. Oxford: Oxford University Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Kay, Sean. 1998. NATO and the Future of European Security. Lanham, Md.: Rowman and Littlefield.Google Scholar


 
 

 Keohane, Robert O. 1984. After Hegemony: Cooperation and Discord in the World Political Economy. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Keohane, Robert O. 1989. International Institutions and State Power. Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Krebs, Ronald R. 1999. Perverse Institutionalism: NATO and Greco-Turkish Conflict. International Organization 53 (2):343–77.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Kugler, Richard L. 1993. Commitment to Purpose: How Alliance Partnership Won the Cold War. Santa Monica, Calif.: RAND.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Kupchan, Charles A. 1994. Strategic Visions. World Policy Journal 11 (3): 112–22.Google Scholar


 
 

 Lake, David A. 1999. Entangling Relations: American Foreign Policy in Its Century. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Lugar, Richard G. 1997. Russia, Its Neighbors, and an Enlarging NATO. New York: Council on Foreign Relations.Google Scholar


 
 

 McCalla, Robert B. 1996. NATO's Persistence After the Cold War. International Organization 50 (3):445–75.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Martin, Lisa L. 1992. Interests, Power, and Multilateralism. International Organization 46 (4):765–92.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Martin, Lisa L., and Simmons, Beth. 1998. Theories and Empirical Studies of International Institutions. International Organization 52 (4):729–57.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Mearsheimer, John J. 1990. Back to the Future: Instability in Europe After the Cold War. International Security 15 (1):5–57.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Morgenthau, Hans J. 1959. Alliances in Theory and Practice. In Alliance Policy in the Cold War, edited by Wolfers, Arnold, 184–212. Baltimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Morrow, James D. 1994. Modeling the Forms of International Cooperation: Distribution Versus Information. International Organization 48 (3):387–423.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 NATO. 1995. Study on NATO Enlargement. Brussels: NATO Information Office.Google Scholar


 
 

 NATO. 1998. NATO Handbook. 50th anniversary ed. Brussels: Office of Information and Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Osgood, Robert E. 1962. NATO: The Entangling Alliance. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Richardson, Louise. 1999. The Concert of Europe and Security Management in the Nineteenth Century. In Imperfect Unions: Security Institutions over Time and Space, edited by Haftendorn, Helga, Keohane, Robert O., and Wallander, Celeste A., 48–79. Oxford: Oxford University Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Risse-Kappen, Thomas. 1995. Cooperation Among Democracies: The Euopean Influence on U.S. Foreign Policy. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Russett, Bruce M. 1993. Grasping the Democratic Peace: Principles for a Post–Cold War World. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Sandler, Todd, and Hartley, Keith. 1999. The Political Economy of NATO: Past, Present, and into the 21st Century. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Schroeder, Paul. 1976. Alliances, 1815–1945: Weapons of Power and Tools of Management. In Historical Dimensions of National Security Problems, edited by Knorr, Klaus, 227–62. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas.Google Scholar


 
 

 Snyder, Glenn H. 1984. The Security Dilemma in Alliance Politics. World Politics 36 (4):461–95.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Stromseth, Jane E. 1988. The Origins of Flexible Response: NATO's Debate over Strategy in the 1960s. New York: St. Martin's Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Theiler, Olaf. 1997. Der Wandel der NATO nach dem Ende des Ost-West-Konfliktes. In Kooperation jenseits von Hegemonie und Bedrohung, edited by Haftendorn, Helga and Keck, Otto. Baden-Baden: Nomos.Google Scholar


 
 

 United Nations. 1990. The Blue Helmets: A Review of United Nations Peace-keeping. 2d ed. New York: UN Department of Public Information.Google Scholar


 
 

 Van Evera, Stephen. 1999. Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Wallander, Celeste A. 1999. Mortal Friends, Best Enemies: German-Russian Cooperation After the Cold War. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Wallander, Celeste A., and Keohane, Robert O., 1999. Risk, Threat, and Security Institutions. In Imperfect Unions: Security Institutions over Time and Space, edited by Haftendorn, Helga, Keohane, Robert O., and Wallander, Celeste A., 21–47. Oxford: Oxford University Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Walt, Stephen M. 1987. The Origins of Alliances. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Walt, Stephen M. 1991. The Renaissance of Security Studies. International Studies Quarterly 35 (2):211–40.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Walt, Stephen M. 1997. Why Alliances Endure or Collapse. Survival 39 (1):156–79.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Waltz, Kenneth N. 1979. Theory of International Politics. Reading, Mass.: Addison-Wesley.Google Scholar


 
 

 Waltz, Kenneth N. 1993. The Emerging Structure of International Politics. International Security 18 (2):44–79.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Weitsman, Patricia A. 1997. Intimate Enemies: The Politics of Peacetime Alliances. Security Studies 7 (1):156–92.CrossRefGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Williams, Nick. 1997. Partnership for Peace: Permanent Fixture or Declining Asset? in NATO's Transformation: The Changing Shape of the Atlantic Alliance, edited by Gordon, Philip H., 221–33. New York: Rowman and Littlefield.Google Scholar


 
 

 Williamson, Oliver E. 1985. The Economic Institutions of Capitalism: Firms, Markets, Relational Contracting. New York: Free Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Yarbrough, Beth V., and Yarbrough, Robert M.. 1992. Cooperation and Governance in International Trade: The Strategic Organizational Approach. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press.CrossRefGoogle Scholar




 

           



 
  	177
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


 [image: alt]   


 













Cited by





	


[image: Crossref logo]
177




	


[image: Google Scholar logo]















Crossref Citations




[image: Crossref logo]





This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









Checkel, Jeffrey T.
and
Moravcsik, Andrew
2001.
A Constructivist Research Program in EU Studies?.
European Union Politics,
Vol. 2,
Issue. 2,
p.
219.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Acharya, Amitav
and
Johnston, Alastair Iain
2001.
Crafting Cooperation.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Cooley, Alexander
and
Ron, James
2002.
The NGO Scramble: Organizational Insecurity and the Political Economy of Transnational Action.
International Security,
Vol. 27,
Issue. 1,
p.
5.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Hemmer, Christopher
and
Katzenstein, Peter J.
2002.
Why is There No NATO in Asia? Collective Identity, Regionalism, and the Origins of Multilateralism.
International Organization,
Vol. 56,
Issue. 3,
p.
575.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Duffield, John S.
2003.
The Limits of “Rational Design”.
International Organization,
Vol. 57,
Issue. 2,
p.
411.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Buzan, Barry
and
Wæver, Ole
2003.
Regions and Powers.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Lipson, Michael
2004.
Transaction Cost Estimation and International Regimes: Of Crystal Balls and Sheriff's Posses.
International Studies Review,
Vol. 6,
Issue. 1,
p.
1.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Andrews, David M.
2004.
The United States and its Atlantic partners: the evolution of American grand strategy.
Cambridge Review of International Affairs,
Vol. 17,
Issue. 3,
p.
421.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Jacoby, Wade
2004.
The Enlargement of the European Union and NATO.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Sjursen, Helene
2004.
On the identity of NATO.
International Affairs,
Vol. 80,
Issue. 4,
p.
687.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Auerswald, David P.
2004.
Explaining Wars of Choice: An Integrated Decision Model of NATO Policy in Kosovo.
International Studies Quarterly,
Vol. 48,
Issue. 3,
p.
631.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Checkel, Jeffrey T.
2005.
International Institutions and Socialization in Europe: Introduction and Framework.
International Organization,
Vol. 59,
Issue. 04,


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Andrews, David M.
2005.
The Atlantic Alliance Under Stress.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Tuschhoff, Christian
2005.
European Security and Transatlantic Relations after 9/11 and the Iraq War.
p.
149.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Loewen, Howard
and
Nabers, Dirk
2005.
Transregional security cooperation after September 11, 2001.
Asia Europe Journal,
Vol. 3,
Issue. 3,
p.
333.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Kavalski, Emilian
2005.
The Balkans after Iraq ... Iraq after the Balkans. Who's next?.
Perspectives on European Politics and Society,
Vol. 6,
Issue. 1,
p.
103.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Avant, Deborah D.
2005.
The Market for Force.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Gheciu, Alexandra
2005.
Security Institutions as Agents of Socialization? NATO and the ‘New Europe’.
International Organization,
Vol. 59,
Issue. 04,


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Kay, Sean
2005.
What Went Wrong with NATO?.
Cambridge Review of International Affairs,
Vol. 18,
Issue. 1,
p.
69.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Rupp, Richard E.
2006.
NATO After 9/11.
p.
23.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar





Download full list
















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference



[image: US]
Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Türkiye
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	


[image: Cambridge University Press]






	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








Institutional Assets and Adaptability: NATO After the Cold War








	Volume 54, Issue 4
	
Celeste A. Wallander

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1162/002081800551343





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





Institutional Assets and Adaptability: NATO After the Cold War








	Volume 54, Issue 4
	
Celeste A. Wallander

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1162/002081800551343





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





Institutional Assets and Adaptability: NATO After the Cold War








	Volume 54, Issue 4
	
Celeste A. Wallander

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1162/002081800551343





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















